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This year, Advent begins November twenty ninth, the fourth                                                                   
Sunday before Christmas and concludes on Christmas Eve.                                                                    
Advent means “coming” or “arrival” with the focus being the                                                                                
celebration of the coming of Christ. Advent is a time of prayer,                                                                        
of anticipation, of hope and joy. It ends in the fulfillment of the                                                                                
prophecy of the coming of the Christ King. It has become Christian tradition to mark the Sundays of Advent 
with the lighting of candles. The colors of the Advent candles and the order of their lighting have special 
meanings. The progression of the lighting of the candles represents a fading away of fear and darkness, and 
the coming of light. Historically the primary color of the candles has been purple, although some churches 
may use other colors. Purple represents royalty as in the coming of the Christ King and is also associated 
with Lent and Holy Week. This marks an important connection with the birth and death of Christ.  

On our Advent wreath, the outer ring has four candles, three purple and one pink. Within the inner circle is a 
white candle. Beginning on the first Sunday a purple candle is lit and is repeated for two more Sundays until 
all three purple candles are lit. On the fourth Sunday, the pink candle is lit. This represents an increasing 
lightness and joy in the anticipated birth. Special prayers and blessings accompany the lighting of the 
candles each time. The central white candle, the “Christ Candle”, will be lit at our Christmas Eve Service. 
This reminds us that Christ is central to us and the prophecy of the coming of Christ is fulfilled. 

Because the needles of pine and fir trees appear not to die each season, the ancients saw them as signs of 
things that last forever. Isaiah tells us that there will be no end to the reign of the Messiah; Therefore, we 
place this wreath of evergreens shaped in a circle, which itself has no end, to signify the eternal reign of 
Jesus, the Christ. (Page 259, the UMC Book of Worship).       
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On December sixth from 5-8 pm, we continue preparations for the                                                            
coming of Christ, when we decorate the Christmas (Chrismon) tree and                                                        
put up the Mitten Tree. This evening will be filled with special activities                                                            
for the whole family. The youth will depict a living Nativity scene                                                                                            
outside the church. This will be set up in the back parking lot for walk                                                      
through viewing. We will again recreate the “Streets of Bethlehem” in the Fellowship Hall. This is a fun time 
when the “merchants” of Bethlehem go about their business while announcing the coming of the Christ Child. 
Last year the children (as well as adults) were particularly entertained by the creative costumes, crafts and 
interacting with the various merchants and their wares. 

In the Sanctuary, a very special tree will be decorated with Chrismons that were hand crafted with reverence 
and love by the Saints of Chestnut Ridge. The Chrismons are special ornaments representing different 
symbols of Christianity such as stars, crowns, fish, circles etc. Some of our members who helped create 
these ornaments would probably delight in explaining the process and sharing their stories. Colorful 
poinsettias will grace the altar at a later in honor and in memory of loved ones. 

The “Mitten Tree” will be set up in the Narthex. All are encouraged to bring new mittens, knit caps, socks, 
scarves etc to decorate the tree. These items will be donated to Orange Congregations in Mission (OCIM) to 
benefit needy families. Last year we collected 38 sets of gloves, 18 hats, 4 scarves and 8 pair of socks. 

Come to this special family event; invite your friends, family and neighbors. We are asking folks to bring 
fingerfoods and drinks to share as the evening meal. This will take the place of the regular first Sunday 
Fellowship Meal. Expect to be filled with the Holy Spirit of Christmas as well as good food and fellowship. 

 

 

                                                                                           

 

 

 

 Gertrude Jones deserves special thanks for the many years she has decorated the altar, window ledges and 
other areas in keeping with the seasons. She particularly “shines” during Thanksgiving and Christmas with 
her artistic touches. The Church has also been blessed by the generosity of Mrs. Marjorie Dodson, along with 
Johnny Cates in providing the much needed replacement of our altar candles. Thanks also to the many other 
dedicated men, women and young people who work diligently to insure that our church reflects the sanctity of 
God’s House. Space does not permit the many names, but He knows who you are!   
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During Advent, whenever you see a lighted 
Christmas tree, let it call to mind the One who 
brings light to our darkness, healing to our 
brokenness, and peace to all who receive him. 
The Chrismon tree, a sign begun in the Lutheran 
Church of the Ascension in Danville, Virginia, has 
spread to many other congregations. This 
evergreen tree is covered with signs of Christ, 
such as stars. (Page 260, the UMC Book of Worship).     
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